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LUS plan 'great ... venture'
Silicon Valley abuzz

s By KEVIN BLANCHARD
e kblanchard@theadvocate.com
Click to subscribe to Acadiana bureau
Business Today.

LAFAYETTE -- The Lafayette Utilities System's fiber-optic
telecommunications plan is the buzz of technology companies in Silicon Valley
and the remainder of the world, the chief executive officer of one of the largest
computer companies in the world said Thursday on City-Parish President Joey
Durel's weekly radio show.
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Questions The Sun Ray is a simple, low-cost computer that serves as a conduit between %
the user and a massive server, where all the information is stored. it
"The network is the computer," McNealy said.
Just like most people don't own their own power plant or water well -- they just
turn on the tap or light switch when they need it -- people shouldn't have to own
their own computers.
Sun Rays don't have to be upgraded to the latest software or internal processor
or anti-virus software: That's done on the server side, McNealy said.
Durel said something like a Sun Ray could be an option in Lafayette to help get
computers to more lower-income people, since the cost is lower.
Sun Rays are already in use in places like the U.S. Department of Defense, said
Gary Campbell, a sales representative for Sun who was present Friday at KPEL
as the interview was taped. McNealy called in by phone.
McNealy also talked about a project called the Global Education Learning
Community, which is trying to provide free educational material to children
around the world using high-speed Internet capabilities.
California spends more than $400 million a year on text books, a cost that could
be entirely wiped away in the future if all children had access to high-speed
broadband and could read their textbooks, talk with instructors and take tests --
for free -- over the Internet, McNealy said.
Durel invited McNealy to visit Lafayette.
"I'd love to come and visit in real life when we get this thing rocking and
rolling," McNealy said.
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